
PASSIONATE LOVE NOTES FOUND IN EFFECTS OF SLAIN MOVIE MAN

:IN LETTERS
fi) TAYLOR
i"Oh, I Love You," Wrote Mary

r Miles Minter.Another Ask¬
ed Trip to Bungalow.

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 8..Four
i letters, written in a code said to
, be familiar to school girls, were

| found among the effects of Wil-
j liam Desmond Taylor, slain mo-
tion picture director.

Professes Love.
One, decoded, read:
"I Jove you.oh, I Jove you so.

Had to come down because
mamma remarked tliat I always
seemed to feel rather happy after
being out with you. So here 1 am.
Camouflage. Furthermore, 1 am

' feeling unusually fine (more
f camouflage). I will see you later.
; Cod love you as I do."

Still another love letter In cipher,
but unsigned, was found among
Taylor's effects. This letter would
indicate that the writer was deeply
In love with Taylor. The code is
nlmple and known to thousands of
youngsters, and the translation is as

follows: x

"What shall I call you, you won-
I derful man? You are standing on

the lot, the idol of an adoring com-
i pany. You have just come over
1 and put your coat on my chair. I
'! want to go away with you, up in

the hills or anywhere, just so we'd
be alone.all alone.
"A beautiful little woodland

lodge, you'd be rook, as I can only
make tea, and fetch the water and
build the fire. Wouldn't Jt be
glorious to sit in a big comfy couch
oy a cozy warm fire with the wind

J, whistling outside trying to hrfr-
monize with the faint, sweet
strains of music coming from our

1 Vlctrola? And then you'd have to
I get up and take off the record. Of

course, I don't mean that, dear.
Did you really supiMise I intended
you to take rare of tne like a baby*

"Oh, no, for this is iny part. I'd
sweep and dust (they make the
sweetest little dust caps, you
know) and tie fresh ribbons on the
snowy white curtains and feed the

I

You remember Ben
Fcanklin and his key.
The lightning helped

him invent electricity!
A lucky strike for him I

LUCKY
STRIKE.'
When we discovered the

toasting process six years
.go, it was a Lucky Strike
for us.

Why? Because now
millions of smokers prefer
the special flavor of the
Lucky Strike Cigarette .
became

It's Toasted*
.ft. which aea/a in Ihi
dalicioua Burlcjr flavor

And also because it's

Follow On Until
You Locate the

"SUPER-
SPECIALS"
.which will mean
real money saving
for you. Here's a
clue.look on page
8 at the top of our
store news.
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First picture of the exterior of the home of William Desmond Taylor, slain film director. The
arrow points to the room in which the body of Taylof was found. Search of the house has re- '»
vealed many passionate love letters, some of them written in "Cupid's Code." ' S
bird* and (wd the flowers nnd oh,
yes, oct the table and help you
wash the dishes and then in my
spare time I'd darn your socks.
Would Wear Filmy Garments.
"I'd put on something soft and

flowing. I might fall a*le»p, for a
fire always makes me drowsy.
then I'd wake to find two strong
arms uround ine and two dear lips
pressed on mine In a long, sweet
kiss."
The love of Mary Miles Minter,

favorite film actress, for Taylor
speaks from a scented note written
on the butterfly monogrammed sta¬
tionery of the noted actt-ess which
was found in the effects of the mur¬
dered man.
When Informed by detectives that

this note had been found. Miss Min¬
ter at once admitted having sent it,
and then passionately expressed her
love for the slain director.
The note read as follows:
"Dearest:
"I love you.I love.I love you.
"xxxxxxx-x-xX!

".MARY,"
Towering above the letters adjoin¬

ing w'as the last "x," which was fol¬
lowed by an exclamation point in-
sc*il»ed firmly.

Promptly Avows Love.
"I did love William Taylor," she

declared. "I loved him deeply and
tenderly, with all the admiration and
respect a young girl gives to a man

with his poise and unfailing cul¬
ture."
Out of the cloud of circumstance*

brought to light by the murder of
the famous d rector shines the clear
ray of this remarkable romance be¬
tween the cultured, dignified man of
fifty and the beautiful ingenue of
nineteen.

In the search of Taylor's effects,
conducted the morning after he met
his mysterious death, one of the de¬
tectives, selecting a book from the
case at random, idly fluttered the
pages; out dropped a letter. He
picked it up and found it to be the
ingenuous love letter quoted above.
It was written on heavily embossed
stationery.
On the wings and body of the

butterfly creat appeared the words,
"Mary Miles Minter."

Few Knew Secret.
Though many of their acquaint¬

ances knew of the close friendship
existing between Miss Minter and
the distinguished director, only a
handful of Intimates ever have un¬
derstood the intensity of their love.
But for the letter so strangely

discovered on the scene of a tragedy
this romance perhaps might never
have been disclosed.

It was at Santa Barbara two
years ago that William Desmond
Taylor and Mary Miles Minter met.
He was her dicertor and It was her
first venture at motion pictures. She
was very young, but she had the
yearnings of the young girl to be
treated as a "grown-up."
The unfailing courtesy which Mr.

Taylor always accorded to all mem¬
bers of bis company awakened the
interest of his young star. Here
was a man who treated her as a
woman, who showed her the defer¬
ence not usually accorded to the
short skirts and curls she wore at
that time. After completing sev¬
eral pictures at Santa Barbara, the
company went to New York, and it
was there In a little inn at Green¬
wich that Mary first realized her
love for William Taylor.

Seek Rival's letter.
Detectives were bending every ef¬

fort to ascertain If anv of the let¬
ters could be linked with the theory
'that a rival, goaded by jealous pas¬
sion. bad f'red the shot that killed
the film m.in.
The social and professional en¬

gagement of the actress and Taylor
will be carefully scrutinized.
The police began working today

on new clu"s. upon which they rlc-
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mystery man in rum
Death Regretted

His Folly
LOS ANGELES, Feb. 8..

"What a damned fool 1 am to
have done what I did!"

Nervous, intensely excited
and apparently laboring under
great mental strain, a man had
just stepped from a taxicab be¬
fore an apartment house at 400
South Rampart street, shortly
after Taylor was slain.

The cab, driven by Carl M.
Meister, of 435 North Occi¬
dental boulevard, had been
through a twisting, turning
series of fast drives for more
than an houife with two men
and two wom¥n as passengers
part of the time and each of
the men alone the rest of the
period.

Meister's story of the mys¬
terious quartette and their ac¬
tions started detectives off on,
another trail, and it was an¬
nounced that valuable informa¬
tion had been gleaned on Meis¬
ter's tip.
.lined to comment, and a squad of
letectives left central station on a

pysterious mission, ordering that
hev be not followed.
At the same time private . deter-

Ives were hept on guard at the
mnie of Mary Miles Minter.
It was stated at poli«-e headquar-

ers that the action at the Minter
tome was due, not to a fear of any
.arm coming to the popular star,
(lit to keep morbidly curious per-
tens away trom the vicinity of Miss
Winter's residence.
Iterance of the tremendous pub-

icity given the "great cinema inur-
ler mystery," as the case is known
n Hollywood, there have been a
lumber of idlers seen near the lawn
if the Minter home.
Henry Peavey. Taylor's valet. |

vhen questioned again today, added
i new touch of romance to the
ragic. case Dy declaring that ray-1
or always kept In his dresser draw-
>r a lace-edged woman's handker-1
hief and that frequently the El¬
ector stood with this handkerchief
n his hands, pressing it to his lips, jSome officers expressed the opln- (
on that the handkerchief was a
.emembrance of a hjighted romance
n the past career of Taylor.

NEW YORK. Feb. 8..Mary Miles
dinter, the film star whose love
etter is the latest feature in the
nystery concerning the murder of
iVllliam Desmond Taylor, is well
mown here, both because she ap-
>earAi here as a child in the stage
lrama and because she has been re*

rot-ted engaged by newspapers one

ime or another to at least a dozen
nen.
The dainty star, who draws a sal-

iry said to be in excess of $100,000 a

fear. Is really Juliet Shelby, daugh-
:er of Mrs. Charlotte Shelby, a

Shakespearian actress. She Was born
n Shreveport, La., on April 1, 1H02,
which makes her just under twenty.
Her first screen appearance was in

he "Kairy and the Wuif," and herj
luccess in this play resulted in her
engagement by the Metro Pictures,
from which she graduated as star of
:he Kealart pnwluctions.
Miss Minter has in turn been re-

jorted engaged to a poet, a painter,
i capitalist of Chicago, the manager
)f a fruit ranch at Santa Barbara, to
¦>rville Krringer, of Portland. Ore.; to
Thomas E. Dixon, son of the million-]lire pencil manufacturer, and to half
i doz^n others.
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CALIFORNIA PRESTIGE
AS FILM CENTER, WANES
NEW YORK, Feb. 8..The fa¬

mous Players-I^asky Corporation
announced today it was not coing
to abandon its studio in California

It was also announced that the
studio which Famous I'layers owns
In Astoria. L.. I., would be reopened
April 1. The plans are at present
to decrease th<- work in California
and to produce several films at
the studio in Astoria.

Arthur B. Reeve Tells
How "Craig Kennedy"
Would Unravel Case

By ARTHUR B. REEVE,
Creator of "Crmlg Kennedy" Scientific Detective Stories.
(Written E-xprrfuly for I nitfrwil Service. (o|»ri|ht« 1022.)

Another of those fascinating sex mystery cases.this
Taylor-Tanner case!

Nearly two years ago I recall that in the midst of the;
Elwell case I said:
"We may expect more of these sex crimes."
Well, here's another. But not the next. Merely a:

hichpr liVhf in rho subsenuent serins nf hitrh lifrhts.
No use to pause to examine what-*

atortoil this wave of aex (yimo. In j
the present topsy-turvy world of sex
relations the se\ outlet for erim.nal
Impulses is l>nnt; overemphasized
by many things.

It is Just n week today sin<-e Wil¬
liam Diamond 'laylor was shot in
hiIwi>8 Arm» |t»s bungalow.
So far no one has untnr shed the

'

mystery. Will it he l.ke the famous j
t-iweii case and remain a mystery?'
After all our sumptuary amend¬

ments anil laws, is this the millen¬
nium.the millennium of mvstery
monger*?

' '

Tragedies lurk in this sex pursuit, i
.
Taylor, like Klwell, was playing

the most dangerous of all the crimi-
nal £ain<s.tho woman game.

ICehuild the Crime.
Of course, the ftrst thing a sclen- |

tlflc detective, i:ke Craig Kennedy,
would do would be to reconstruct
tho case as it is at present, in the
absence of the full facts; endeavor
to motivate it.

nfl'T.ifj" novel or a drama in any
or a half dozen possibilities.
Bear in mind always, in doing so.

one of the th:nKs I learned year*
ago from William J. Burns:

ou may find every reason why
°r won"ln could not have

m.,v «
th'ng.and then you

may find thoy d.d it!"
The reason for it is simple. Rick

£en,![' °n y f°Ur or fiVo hundred
generations to the paleolithic.

""A ,,,Cn. That we ran
noRafiie pretty confidently.with a
lot more confidence llian in the ease
°f -Wph B. hiwell.
I.r* °ivi dLd ,i4 ,vom*n "hoot Tay-1
!»:« -

u" srr- Perhaps. At

II W«nTn 'an ,hr"» 1'Rl.l Oil it.
It vvasn t many hours when the

w»h J!' 't. on the iob

irni. 1" uIumini|m dust and hi^h-

prints and" n
Photographs of finger

all ove, ,h P*i pr'nts wor" found

peris
'urniture by these ex-

rew of them were evidentlv tho

Uto" dalnti*1" "' Moat of them'wi re

not of h
prln,,, of women.and

left Oi,. r
Womalh Thos'' fTirls

visitor'* lwk.natUrM" JUSl "S |
S,ref"' hn!" 1,000 Inid hv the

tuZT?,,. ,h0 "Wesed Baliv"

. / Mn,r1 -N'ormand to her In

Wh« » ^ ;n<1> ,ho rto"* director,

n«rh*ad.the Interest, the Jealousy
than n*S . '.rv to Set thoni, more j
rUk tn .»

foro° Who too>< the

Wh^ .v,
thom nf,or ,ho tragedy.

M-K . *v. wrr° f rst missed?
Tnvinr'. T' ,f "nytliing. among

ing?
f,rU"U(' P"Pors were miss

A Pinl< Nightie.
Then.shades of Elwell.there was

f pnk nightie" or so In the ma
hoKany highboy. One day a servant
folded it one way; next morning
it would he folded another way. It
was found; then, in sp te o* the

Why?"' 11 disappeared. How?

Miss Normand was tho last per¬
son we yet know to s»e hm alive.
Sh« says she cam.' to get a eopv
or one of V reud'a books on psvehoari-'
n.Iy«l*. It may have nothing to1

m>'8terV. but again this
curse of Freud, who has had so'
much to do with the sex crimlnallfv
is puzzling.. Young people are run

nlny wild; older people are under
mined by the so-eallod psyohoan |
aiysis. t often wonder who shall |
psychoanalyze our amateur p«v j
chonnalysts. |
There are "snowbirds" in

Angeles Just as .1I over the ooun
try People wt*. .o' In p>tnre«
.and see pie»ur»? " So..,,.*

Mary Miles Minter, famous film star, in the role of Cleopatra.
She admits she loved the murdered movie director. Her ardent
love letters are evidence of this affection. »

K<-st that Taylor may have been
at one of the dope parties to ob¬
tain "atmosphere;" then some hop¬
toad may have struck a crazed
blow.

Dope Kilters Story.
It is suggested that he had been

making purchases of dope for an

actress very hi^h in the firmament.
A score of very credible hypotheses
can rest lure.

Till III) . Was Taylor struck
down l>y a man?
There are dusk chapters in the

life of William Cunningham Deane-
Tanner, whom the picture direc-

tories say was born in Cork, went
to college In England, studied en¬
gineering in France and Germany,
wan an art connoisseur and an¬
tique dealer in New York, married,
then suddenly leaving his wife and
child to wander along the coast as
far north as Alaska, finally making
a i>ort of missing men in pictures.
Equally romantic was Taylor's per¬
sonality nod reticent nature.
Has the long arm of the past

refffhed forth and stricken him
down? Why did his brother dis¬
appear also? Is there some skele¬
ton in the closet of the family?
This would indeed be romantic. It
has been rumored that the brother,
I tennis Deane Tanner, is also In
pictures under an assumed name,
Certain it is that the brother's wife
received remittances now and then.

How About Alaska?
Just to keep the record of possi¬

bilities: What about the hidden years
in Alaska and elsewheKf?
Nor must the blackmail motive be

neglected. Much importance is at¬

tached to the renegade valet, E. F.
Hands, with his alias, Fitz Strath-
more. Why his insolent assurance in
pawning Taylor's stolen things in the
name of "Deane-Tanner," anil send
the pawn tickets with the "Alias
J.mmy Valent.ne" letters?
And did Taylor withdraw a large

sum of money from his bank; only
to lay it away safely and give it to
no one? Why was he look.ng over
his checks at the moment he was
shot? What hold had Sands on him?
Was he an agent of another? Why-
Taylor's excessive wrath and eager¬
ness to "get" him? "

.Photo by International
WILLIAM DESMOND TAYLOR.

Murdered movie man.

I dont' know.
But if I were writing a fiction story

I would evolve a mystic story from
the oast of a "black sheep" brother,
ot someth.ng back in Cork and Clif¬
ton College, ot' one brother hold.ng a
flub over the other, and insolent
nbout .t; fugit.ve himself, but caring
naught about it. Then the b.tter con-
fl.ct.a woman, perhaps.and the
blow. What a story!

It all goes to Khow that Craig Ken¬
nedy is correct in holding that the
murderer most difficult to catch is
not the scientific criminal. He leaves
clues through his own cleverness.
The ordinary detective may not

l;e able to follow them, but in the
last decade enough scientific detec¬
tive, outside of liction have been
developed to make the scientific
criminal tremble.

LOST GEM GAVE
CLUE TO OOAL
LIFE OFMOO

0

Ring Left for Board Bill Re¬
vealed His Missions With

Other Women.

NEW YORK, Feb. 8..A gold
ring, with one lar^e glowing dia-
rrxfnd in Its center. provided Mr*.
Ethel May Hamilton Deano-Tanner
with the first proof that her van¬
ished husband. William Cunning¬
ham Deane -Tanner (later to be-
conn* internationally known as
William l).'«mond Taylor, noted
film directorl had been unfaithful.
The marriage vowb were plfdgcd
in "the Little Church Around the
Corner" December 7, 1901.
The discovery of a definite hid¬

den romance in her husband's life
came to "Fete" Deane Tanner»
actress bride a few months after
hi# peculiar disappearance October
23, 1908. How it came about de¬
veloped todav In an Investigation
of details of her successful divorce
action, instituted two years after
the disappearance. This decree be¬
came final on May 15, 191t.
The witnesses who won the wife's

freedom were John Oleason and
John Gradus, then respectively
clerk and captain of bellboys In

-l he fashionable Hotel Childwold in
the Adirondacks.
Gleason. a white-haired, smooth¬

faced man of sixty, and others con¬
cerned in the divorce suit Investi¬
gation at the time, atold the story
of the ring yesterday. Their stories
inject a new mystery in the case
'n the apparent fact that Deane-
Tanner, handsome young Irish-
Anwrican business man, had such
a fondness for members of the op-
posttf sex that he frequently wen'
away on short trips with women of
beauty and unquestioned postion.

In a general way. informants said.
Mrs. D«ane-Tann'er no doubt had
rumors of these excursions, but be¬
lieving them harmless, had kept th»
knowledge locked in her heart. The
reason was explained thus.
"Like many women of beauty

and ref nement, Mrs. Deane-Tanner
proceeded on the theory that it
was best to give a man a bit o'
rope. She did >rive 'Pete' plenty of
rope. He didn't realize t and he
never bothered to dnt'/ in tht
slack.

"After his disappearance Mrs*
Deane-Tanner did not be^orcu
worried for a fortnight. It Is beauti¬
ful of her to say now that rh<
thought he was a vlctm of
nsphas a. It is the last bit of laure'
she can twine about his brow.
"She found it difficult, however

to get evidence. - Although there
were many women and many men.
too. who could help her, all felt an
extreme reluctance, for one reason
or another. Then it was that she
searched once more through iier
husband's effects.
"She found a letter that appeared

to offer a clue. It was from a firm
of Boston lawyers. Hays & WU-
1 ams. attorneys for old Major Dorr,
proprietor of the fashionable Hotel
Childwold, in St. Lawrence county.
"The letter informed Mr. Deane-

Tanner that the hotel still held a
d amond ring he had left as security
for a hoard bill on July 15, 190(1
and asked what disposition should
'be made of the ring. Mrs. Deane
Tanner turned this letter over to a

lawyer."
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